
From Rev Canon Maree 
 
 
 

 Holy Communion:  Home communion will be given today.  Please pray for 

our extended faith community. 

Blessings  

Rev Canon Maree  

 

 Also this Week:  

Wed 9am 

 

 10-12 

Morning Prayer & Lenten reflection in the 

church. 

Lollypops playgroup 

Thurs SRE starts back later this month.  

Rev Maree’s day off 

Fri Rev Maree’s day off 

 Mission for February –  Anglican Aid Abroad 

 

Readings for 

next week 

Genesis 17 : 1 – 7, 15-16 Psalm 22 : 24 - 32 

Romans 4 : 13 - 25 Mark 8 : 31 - 38 
 
Coming: 

Wed 28/2 – 28/3 9.15am Lenten reflections 
 

Reflection 

During Lent we draw aside from the busyness of life to repent and receive 

from God. We recall Christs forty days in the wilderness where he was led by 

the Holy Spirit, found strength to resist temptation and was ministered to by 

the angels. 

 

The wilderness is not a negative place; rather it is where we find solace, 

refreshment and direction. In the wilderness we find your grace. 

 

You love us with an everlasting love! Lord, have mercy on us. 
 

A Prayer to be used through Lent 

Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing that you have 

made, and you forgive the sins of all who are penitent: create and 

make in us new and contrite hearts, that we , worthily lamenting our 

sins, and acknowledging our brokenness, may obtain of you, the God of all 

mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness.  

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Rest and refreshment 

During this Lent identify the burdens you are carrying through life. Hand them over to 

Christ and find spiritual rest. Be refreshed by living water and nourished by God’s 

world. 

 

“I provide water in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland to give drink to my 

people, my chosen”  Isaiah 43 : 20 

 

Loving Lord, 

 

In the sanctuary of the wilderness 

We drink deeply of your provision and are refreshed by your water of life. 

Christ our Saviour, you endured spiritual thirst to give us streams of blessing, 

That we may never thirst again. 

We will overflow with your love, 

That others may be blessed. 

With thankful heats we worship you.  Amen. 

 

 

Lenten reflections 

I have written some reflections for each week of our Lenten journey together. I will put 

in the foyer or on the back altar each Sunday for the coming week. 

 

My challenge!! 
 

For every parishioner to use these reflections either in their quiet time or with a group 

on a Wednesday morning at 9.15am. 

 

 I realise that not every parishioner will be able to be part of the Lenten reflection 

group, but I would expect that every parishioner would be able to reflect  in prayer and 

commit to this journey together. Otherwise why are we coming to church.  

 

Why are we thinking that God will bless us and our work if we don’t commit ourselves 

to journeying towards the cross and the resurrection together as a parish?? 

 

So that is my challenge and my expectation. 

 

Blessings 

Rev Maree 
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Today’s Scripture Readings – First Sunday in Lent 

GET READY!!!!! 

“The time has come and the kingdom of God has come anew. Repent and believe in the 

Good news!’ 

 

Every word in that sentence is pack with a powerful message. Get ready!!! The Christ has 

come. He calls us to eternal life! Repent is the word for the first Sunday in Lent. This 

repentance does not mean breast beating and lamentation. It literally means to re-think; to 

put some quiet time aside; to stop; to interrupt our routines; to re-assess and adjust our 

priorities and our behaviour. 

 

Jesus understands our natures. He knows our reflexes and our instincts. He knows that we 

constantly need to reorder our lives to bring them in line with God’s plan for us. He knows 

we must constantly repent to get ourselves right with God.  That is why we have Lent. 

 

As we begin this season of repentance, please remember that our forgiveness is also part of 

that repentance! This will take some action or a task from us since we need to be willing to 

forgive.  We need to let go of grudges and forgo resentments and hatreds which will poison 

and destroy families, friendships and communities without forgiveness. 

 

May we be led by God’s Spirit this Lent. 

 

Rev Maree 

 

Genesis  9 : 8 - 17 Psalm 25 : 1-10 

1 Peter 3 : 18 - 22 Mark 1: 9 - 15 
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